
Six Types of Workplace Hazards
Risk assessments are essential to determine the type and severity 
of threats employees face while at work. Appropriate steps must be 
taken to reduce or eliminate harm. 

SAFETY HAZARDS

Slips, trips 
and falls

Machinery Electrocution

BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS

Bacteria and 
viruses

Contaminated 
waste

Animal  
droppings

ERGONOMIC HAZARDS

Poor posture Heavy lifting Improper 
work station

PHYSICAL HAZARDS

Radiation Extreme 
weather

Extreme 
noise

CHEMICAL HAZARDS

Unlabelled 
liquids

Flammable 
substances

Harmful 
gases

WORKLOAD HAZARDS

Workplace 
violence

Confrontation Flexible
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